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Policies, Procedures, Guidelines and Additional Educational Materials 

Churches Under Christ Ministry 

Fees and Charges 

There are no fees or charges for ministry services. However, the ministry requests that each 

church helped send a gift as the Lord leads according to the resources of the church which the 

church can comfortably afford. The gift can be at any time, but I suggest that you should send it 

after you have completed execution of the documents. I will continue to be at your service in the 

future as the trustee opens a bank account; deals with property tax issues, if any; leases or 

purchases real estate for church use; or for any other matter which arises . I continue to help 

churches who established the trust relationship with property even back to the 1980’s, long 

before I became involved with this ministry. 

The ministry will help you with the same diligence and integrity even if you can afford to give 

nothing. The ministry is confident that the Lord will lead each church to do what is right 

considering the resources of the church and the time, knowledge, expertise, integrity, and work 

of this ministry in helping you. Of course, churches who are already entangled in the legal 

system through incorporation, 501(c)(3) or 508(c)(1)(A) tax exempt status, etc. will require 

much more time and effort than does a new church plant or a church who has not entangled 

herself with the legal system through actions in the name of the church (e.g., by contracting, 

holding property or bank account, etc. in the name of the church). 

Should you establish a common law trust (a Bible trust) relationship with property, you should 

call about such matters as how to open a bank account, about getting an EIN or using the Social 

Security Number of the Trustee in order to open a bank account for the trust estate; about 

purchasing or leasing property for use as a meetinghouse; about obtaining liability insurance on 

property; about property tax concerns; or about other matters. Again, the ministry is at your 

service now and later even should you not be able to financially support this important work. We 

are here to help God’s churches do things God’s way and the motivation is not monetary. 

Basics 

It is very important that you educate yourself before proceeding. You will need to understand the 

basics before answering Questionnaire 2, the last step before execution of trust documents. 

Since you wish to organize as a spiritual body, a local assembly under the Lord Jesus Christ 

only, a church of Christ and a church under Christ, a First Amendment church, as opposed to an 

assembly or church under man and man’s laws such as non-profit corporation law, charitable 

trust law, business trust law, unincorporated association law, or Internal Revenue Code § 

501(c)(3) or § 508(c)(1)(A), etc., you should first understand Bible principles concerning 

churches of Christ and the consequences of leaving your first love. There are some basic matters 

beyond that which need to be understood. You may go to jeraldfinney.com for many resources 

which explain and teach all related matters in much depth and you may always call me. Click 

here to go to lessons on the Bible (common law) trust. Note: If document is opened online, 

you can go to the resources by left clicking the link. Let me know if you have questions about 

this. 

https://jeraldfinney.com/posts
https://jeraldfinney.com/posts/lessons-on-the-bible-common-law-trust/
https://jeraldfinney.com/posts/lessons-on-the-bible-common-law-trust/
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The first civil government of any lasting significance to provide for the freedom of religion and 

the free exercise thereof was the colony of Rhode Island. The United States was the first nation 

to offer those freedoms. The First Amendment to the United States Constitution, the highest law 

of the nation, consistent with New Testament church doctrine, guarantees those freedoms. 

Corresponding state constitutional provisions guarantee the same freedoms even though a church 

may also, under state law, become a legal entity, an established church, by incorporation, tax 

exempt status and by other means. Sadly, almost all churches leave their first love in favor of 

corporate 501(c)(3) or 508(c)(1)(A) status or legal entity status of some other kind. 

As you know, the First Amendment, to this point in history, protects (1) churches who do things 

God’s way by remaining totally separate from man’s law; (2) the right of every citizen of the 

nation to soul liberty, the liberty to choose to worship God, a god, or no god; (3) freedom of 

press; (4) freedom of assembly; (5) freedom of speech; (6) and freedom to petition the 

government for a redress of grievances. Because of the First Amendment, the highest law of the 

land regarding the matters protected by the Amendment, civil government cannot attempt to 

force any church to submit to man's law through incorporation (aggregate or sole), federal tax 

exempt status (Internal Revenue Code § 501(c)(3) or 508(c)(1)(A) status, charitable trust law, the 

law of unincorporated association, or any other manner; and cannot persecute those churches 

who choose to honor God in church organization. That last statement is true so long as civil 

government honors the First Amendment and does not redefine or discard it. 

You and I know that the atmosphere is now changing rapidly, that the state and federal 

constitutions are being nullified, and that Satan is using the political system to mount an attack 

on God’s principles in every sphere, to include God and God's churches. Depending upon how 

successful the present satanic and communist regime (which gained power by lies and fraud) is 

in implementing the planned “great reset,” the constitutional protections now afforded churches 

may be, as in other communist nations, eliminated. If so, God’s churches will have no choice but 

to operate underground. 

The First Amendment, as correctly understood and applied, honors the Bible principle of 

separation of church and state. The First Amendment states: 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 

free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 

the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 

grievances.” 

The laws of every state, as well, recognizes that churches should be free to organize under Christ 

and Christ alone; and protects the soul liberty of the citizens of Minnesota. [The example here is 

from North Carolina. This document is modified to insert the relevant law from the state the 

church is in.] The Preamble to the North Carolina State Constitution states: 

We, the people of the State of North Carolina, grateful to Almighty God, the Sovereign 

Ruler of Nations, for the preservation of the American Union and the existence of our 

civil, political and religious liberties, and acknowledging our dependence upon Him for 

the continuance of those blessings to us and our posterity, do, for the more certain 
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The church is not organizing as a 

trust as it would if organized as a 

charitable or business trust. The 

church is merely establishing a 

relationship with property. 

security thereof and for the better government of this State, ordain and establish this 

Constitution. 

The North Carolina State Constitution in Article I, Declaration of Rights, states: 

Section 1. The equality and rights of persons. We hold it to be self-evident that all 

persons are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 

rights; that among these are life, liberty, the enjoyment of the fruits of their own labor, 

and the pursuit of happiness. 

Sec. 5.  Allegiance to the United States. Every citizen of this State owes paramount 

allegiance to the Constitution and government of the United States, and no law or 

ordinance of the State in contravention or subversion thereof can have any binding force. 

Section 12. Right of assembly and petition. The people have a right to assemble 

together to consult for their common good, to instruct their representatives, and to apply 

to the General Assembly for redress of grievances; but secret political societies are 

dangerous to the liberties of a free people and shall not be tolerated. 

Section 13. Religious liberty. All persons have a natural and inalienable right to worship 

Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences, and no human authority 

shall, in any case whatever, control or interfere with the rights of conscience. 

Section 14. Freedom of speech and press. Freedom of speech and of the press are two 

of the great bulwarks of liberty and therefore shall never be restrained, but every person 

shall be held responsible for their abuse 

Section 19. Law of the land; equal protection of the laws. No person shall be taken, 

imprisoned, or disseized of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or outlawed, or exiled, or 

in any manner deprived of his life, liberty, or property, but by the law of the land. No 

person shall be denied the equal protection of the laws; nor shall any person be subjected 

to discrimination by the State because of race, color, religion, or national origin. 

Section 35. Recurrence to fundamental principles. A frequent recurrence to 

fundamental principles is absolutely necessary to preserve the blessings of liberty. 

The biblical method by which a church may organize is 

for the church to establish a trust relationship with 

property, both real and personal (personal property 

includes money and bank accounts). This is a common 

law trust, not a charitable trust or a business trust. The 

common law trust, unlike the charitable trust or 

business trust is not a product of man’s law. It is not a 

legal entity as is a charitable or business trust. It does not have employees or an organizational 

structure established by the law of man as do the charitable or business trusts. It does not require 

the church to contract with the state or to file papers with the state as do charitable and business 

trusts. The common law trust is merely a relationship with property established by a trustor 

whereby a trustee holds and manages the property in the trust estate for the benefit of the true 

owner of the property, in this case the Lord Jesus Christ. For more on this, see Lessons on the 

Church Bible Trust. The trustor church establishes the relationship and appoints a person (a 

trustee) to manage any property given to the Lord for His benefit only and not for the trustee’s 

own benefit or the benefit of any person other than the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the owner of all 

property held in the trust estate. Keep in mind that the church is not organizing as a trust (such as 

https://jeraldfinney.com/posts/lessons-on-the-bible-common-law-trust/
https://jeraldfinney.com/posts/lessons-on-the-bible-common-law-trust/
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charitable or business trust); the church is establishing a trust relationship with personal and/or 

real property. Personal property includes money. 

The Bible is to be the authority for the use of God’s money and property. Gifts to God may be 

used for the support of the pastor and his family, for helping those in need, for supporting 

missionaries, for paying utility bills for a meeting house, for paying the cost of leasing or owning 

a meetinghouse, and so forth. As we know, everything belongs to the Lord who has entrusted us 

with all that we have, both spiritual and material. 

Once established, the relationship is irrevocable: that means that the 

grantor, trustor, or donor—the church—and the church members who 

give to the Lord, permanently give up all ownership and control over 

property and money held in the trust estate. Anyone can, of course, quit 

giving to the trust estate (to the Lord Jesus Christ) at any time. However, 

when he/she gives to the trust estate, his gift is no longer his, and it cannot ever be returned to 

him. Once a trust estate is exhausted, when there is no property in the trust estate, the trust ceases 

to exist. By definition, a trust is a fiduciary relationship with property and money. If there is no 

money and property in the trust estate, there is no trust. Therefore, keep in mind that trust 

property should be listed on the Appendix to the Declaration of Trust. 

Again, neither the trust relationship nor the trust is a legal entity. The trust estate consists real 

and personal property. The trustee is a legal entity, the legal entity who administers the trust 

estate. He has a fiduciary duty to hold and manage the trust estate for the sole benefit of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the owner of the trust estate. 

Terms which describe this fiduciary relationship with money and property are as follows: 

• Trustor, Settlor, or Donor: The church is the Trustor, Settlor, or Donor. This means that 

the church established the trust relationship and gives, according to the free will of the 

church members, to the trust estate. 

• Trustee: Appropriately and usually the pastor or an elder. When a church is transitioning 

between Trustees, the church may want to appoint an interim Trustee until a new pastor 

or elder is appointed as Trustee. To change Trustees, an existing Trustee should proclaim 

in writing that he is stepping down as Trustee and appointing a new Trustee and the new 

Trustee should, in writing, accept the position as Trustee. Of course, if the trustee goes 

home to be with the Lord, his Death Certificate will be needed for certain trust matters. If 

the church dismisses the Pastor/Trustee, this should be done by written Resolution of the 

Trustor church. The Trustee is the legal owner of the Trust Estate who has the duty, under 

God, to manage the “Trust Estate” for the benefit of the Lord Jesus Christ and Him only. 

No trust property is to be used for his benefit. Reasonable provisions for the Pastor or 

Elder and his family is a Biblically acceptable use of trust estate money and property. 

The Resolution and Declaration of Trust will cover the details of this and other 

matters. 

• Beneficiary: The true, beneficial, and equitable owner of the Trust Estate. The Lord Jesus 

Christ is the beneficiary and this and other important details are stated in the documents 

which establish the trust. 

Once established, 

the relationship 

is irrevocable. 
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Members of a New Testament church do not give to the church (to themselves, for they are the 

church). They give to the Lord Jesus Christ. Their gifts go into the Trust Estate which is owned 

by the Lord Jesus Christ and managed by His Trustee for His purposes. This is distinct from a 

church established by man. Members of a corporate 501(c)(3) or 508 church give to the church 

corporation, a man made organization, not to God. Their monetary gifts go into the corporate 

bank account and other gifts are owned by the corporation. Members, being ignorant of these 

matters, may believe they are giving to God and God may honor them for their heartfelt desire to 

serve and glorify Him. However, we know that God’s people are destroyed for lack of 

knowledge and that God desires His children and His churches to act with knowledge, 

understanding, and wisdom. 

This trust relationship can be created without documentation. However, it is wise to document 

the relationship for several reasons. You can go to the Lessons on the Church Bible Trust page 

and subpages there-under for more information and resources about common law trust 

relationship. To go articles from this e-mail, left click the name of the article. The website, 

jeraldfinney.com, is a great resource for those who wish to understand the Bible principles 

involved, the history of our First Amendment which allows us to do things God’s way in 

America, and all related matters. 

Again, man’s law did not create this kind of trust. It is a “common law” or Bible trust honored 

but not created or controlled in any way by man’s law. A corporate and/or 501(c)(3) or 

508(c)(1)(A) church, a charitable trust church, a business trust church, and other types of legally 

organized churches are the product of, and controlled for many purposes by, man’s law; but this 

type of trust is not. I cover all these matters on the website and articles above. I suggest the 

following free short book for those who wish to study more about church corporate and 

501(c)(3) or 508(c)(1)(A) status and legal entity status in general: Separation of Church and 

State/God’s Churches: Spiritual or Legal Entities; online downloadable PDF; downloadable 

audio of the book; online version of the book. I have many other educational resources on the 

website which one who wishes to grow in knowledge of these matters can use in conjunction 

with their Bible studies. 

https://jeraldfinney.com/posts/lessons-on-the-bible-common-law-trust/
file:///E:/z_ChurchesUnderChrist/Evangelist_CUCMinistry_010119/DOT_Churches/Contacts&Activities/D_April_2020/Ferriter_NE_011019/InitialMailing/jeraldfinney.com
https://opbcbibletrust.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/010518_wordversionofsocs-3ded.pdf
https://jeraldfinney.com/2017/01/24/audio-audio-separation-of-church-and-stategods-churches-spiritual-or-legal-entities/
https://jeraldfinney.com/2017/01/24/audio-audio-separation-of-church-and-stategods-churches-spiritual-or-legal-entities/
https://jeraldfinney.com/god-betrayed/books/separation-of-church-and-state-gods-churches-spiritual-or-legal-entities/index-from-god-betrayed/


 

Page 6 of 8 
 

Keep in mind that proper New Testament church organization can be compromised or undone if 

the church, the pastor, or a church member acts collaterally in a legal manner. For example, by 

• holding insurance in the name of the church; 

• opening a bank account in the name of the church; 

• holding title to land or motor vehicles in the name of the church; 

• submitting to the jurisdiction of a court should a court ever try to name the church as a 

plaintiff or defendant in a court action; 

• having a constitution or bylaws or operating according to some other business or legal 

manner; 

• having employees and or staff as opposed to only New Testament church officers; 

• obtaining 501(c)(3) status or claiming 508 status (for example by giving IRS 

acknowledgements for contributions (remember, gifts are to be to the Lord Jesus Christ 

through the trust estate, not to the church); 

• operating a ministry as a corporate 501(c)(3) entity or intermixing the affairs of the 

church with a corporate 501(c)(3) entity even though the church is not a corporate 

501(c)(3) or 508(c)(1)(A) church; 

• being associated with or under the auspices of an incorporated and or 501(c)(3) entity or 

508(c)(1)(A) association of churches (as the Southern Baptist Convention); 

• or by any other manner which compromises the church non-legal status. 

To go to a lesson on this type of trust relationship and information on how a church can undo 

what she has done in establishing the trust, click  The basics of the Bible Trust and how a 

Church which has established a Bible trust can become a legal entity thereby nullifying 

status of the church as a spiritual body under Christ and Christ alone. 

A church under Christ who has not in some other manner surrendered her non-legal status cannot 

be sued because she is not a legal entity. Only a legal entity can be sued. However, that does not 

mean that someone may try to sue the church. If that happens, it is up to the Trustee to let the 

court know that he is the legal entity in charge of the trust estate and that neither the church (or 

any associated ministry) nor the trust is a legal entity over which the court has jurisdiction. 

Remember, the church Bible or common law trust is merely a relationship with property. 

Keep in mind that the Trustee is a legal entity. A legal entity can sue and be sued, charged with a 

crime, and so forth. I suggest that you read the following article: The Church May, and God 

Will, Hold the Trustee to Account (090719). 

Some inconveniences may result from this type of organization. For example, should the trust 

estate acquire property, the local property tax board may attempt to deny property tax exemption 

on that property. Some people may not join or stay with the church if the church is not an 

incorporated 501(c)(3) or 508(c)(1)(A) church. All churches which this ministry has helped and 

in which real estate for church use has been held in a common law trust estate obtained property 

tax exemption, usually with no or little problem and inconvenience. However, in two instances 

the Trustee had to take action before the property tax exemption was granted. You can read 

about those situations, both of which were resolved in favor of property tax exemption on trust 

property, at: 

https://jeraldfinney.com/2021/07/21/the-bible-trust-relationship-lesson-1/
https://jeraldfinney.com/2021/07/21/the-bible-trust-relationship-lesson-1/
https://jeraldfinney.com/2021/07/21/the-bible-trust-relationship-lesson-1/
https://jeraldfinney.com/2019/10/07/the-trustee-will-be-held-to-account/
https://jeraldfinney.com/2019/10/07/the-trustee-will-be-held-to-account/
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• The Indiana Board of Tax Review Determines that Property Held in Trust for the 

Lord Jesus Christ Must Be Granted Property Tax Exemption (012319). 

• Another Victory for a Church under Christ (092419). 

Please keep in mind that the property tax exemption is a courtesy all states give to churches and 

other religious organizations. This exemption, unlike the Internal Revenue Code § 501(c)(3) or § 

508(c)(1)(A) tax exemption, comes with “no strings attached;” that is, with no rules or 

regulations. Should you wish to study this out, the resources in the cases immediately above 

explain this. 

I would be glad to discuss any and all questions you may have concerning any and all matters. 

All questions are answered, and all matters explained thoroughly, in online ministry resources 

which I will gladly direct you to. 

Property Tax Exemption 

Usually, but not always, at the time of this initial mailing, I do not go into property tax 

exemption, sales tax exemption, etc. 

The Documents 

Once you have completed Questionnaire 1, and we have discussed it; and once you understand 

the basics of what you are going to do as shown by answering Questionnaire 2, the next step is 

the preparation, and then execution, of documents which (1) declare that the church is not a legal 

entity and prove that the church is, pursuant to the First Amendment, not a part of or subject to 

the jurisdiction of the legal system; (2) name the trustor, trustee, and beneficiary and their 

powers and functions; (3) give the legal and biblical principles upon which the church relies in 

establishing the trust relationship, etc. 

When a church is already established (a legal entity (incorporated, 501(c)(3), 508, 

unincorporated association, etc.), owns property in the name of the church or the corporation, 

and or has a bank account in the name of the church or the corporation, etc., the leaders should 

carefully move forward considering all relevant facts as she lays the groundwork for the ordering 

of a new church under Christ and Christ alone. 

Please refer to the initial letter accompanying this document for more information on proceeding 

after Questionnaire 2 is completed and discussed. 

For His Glory, 

Brother Jerald Finney 

https://jeraldfinney.com/2019/01/23/the-indiana-board-of-tax-review-determines-that-church-property-held-in-trust-for-the-lord-jesus-christ-must-be-granted-property-tax-exemption/
https://jeraldfinney.com/2019/01/23/the-indiana-board-of-tax-review-determines-that-church-property-held-in-trust-for-the-lord-jesus-christ-must-be-granted-property-tax-exemption/
https://jeraldfinney.com/2019/09/24/victory-for-a-church-under-christ-in-minnesota/

