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JERALD C. FINNEY 
BAB, HB, BBA, JD 

801 Elgin St. 

Amarillo, TX 79118 

Phone: (512) 785-8445  

E-MAIL: jerald.finney@sbcglobal.net 

February 24, 2022 

Pastor Terry Prince 

Charlotte, NC 

704-492-7206 

tprince@godsfamily.church 

Dear Brother Prince: 

I thank the Lord that you are looking at the matter of church organization under Christ and Christ alone according to 

New Testament Church Doctrine, with the protections of First Amendment to the United States Constitution and 

corresponding North Carolina constitutional provisions. As you know, the goal is to please and glorify our Lord by 

keeping the Bride of Christ, the local church, under the headship and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, and Him 

alone, in a manner which is completely consistent with Bible doctrine. I will be here to help you now and later, even 

after you have completed the initial process of establishing the Bible (common law) trust. Before and after declaring 

the trust relationship with property, many other matters may come up. I will advise you, for example, how to 

approach the bank about opening a trust bank account including how to get an EIN “for banking purposes only,” 

how to buy, transfer, and title real estate for use as a meetinghouse and apply for property tax exemption on that 

property, and any other relevant matter. 

The steps are: 

1. Initial Mailing which includes: 

(1) This initial Letter (to be read and understood), 

(2) Policies, Procedures, Guidelines, and Additional Educational Materials (to be read, studied, and 

understood). You may or may not already be knowledgeable about the facts, Bible principles, and 

American legal landscape relevant to keeping a church under the Lord Jesus Christ. .Please read, and study, 

the materials in, and linked to in, the “Policies, Procedures, Guidelines, and Additional Educational 

Materials.” You will need to have at least a basic understanding before you can complete Questionnaire 2, 

which comes later. This process takes some time, but it is necessary in order to please our Lord in this 

preeminent matter. 

(3) Questionnaire 1—to be completed by the church after which we will discuss it over the phone. 

2. Completing and discussing Questionnaire 2. 

3. Examining the present organization and legal status, if any, of the church. 

4. Laying groundwork for transition of the church from present status to New Testament church status, if 

appropriate. This step is not necessary for new church plants who are effectively still under the Lord Jesus 

Christ—that is, who have not opened bank accounts, leased or purchased property, contracted, or done 

something else is the name of the church or church corporation. During this phase of the transition, the 

church may need to proactively plan for transfer of real estate to the trust and contact the county tax 

assessor regarding property tax exemption. If the church already holds property in the name of the church, 

or church, inc., we will need to look at state non-profit corporation law and any church organizational 

documents such as constitution, by-laws, amendments to the constitution and by-laws, etc. 

5. Drafting and Executing Trust documents 

6. Completing real property transfer, if any; applying simultaneously for the property tax exemption; opening 

bank account; etc. The trustee of the trust, not the church or others in the church, is responsible for holding 

and managing all trust properties. More on this below. Of course the trustee will probably choose to consult 

with mature church members as he carries out his most important responsibilities.  
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Before I forget it, I advise that each church who establishes a common law trust not use the same name as a prior 

incorporated, 501(c)(3) church or church organized as some other type of legal entity. There are good reasons for 

this. I know that this does not apply to your church plant. 

Churches freely choose either to be under Christ and Christ alone, or to become subject to civil government laws 

which are lower than the First Amendment. Churches have had this freedom under Christ since the beginning of the 

New Testament church. For most of that time, New Testament churches and their members were viciously 

persecuted when they refused to bow down to Caesar, or the official church state establishment; when they chose to 

render unto God the things that are His, and refused to render unto Caesar the things that are God's. Many nations 

still viciously persecute those they find following God contrary to state laws. 

This ministry is convinced, from the King James Bible, that the way to do things God's way in church organization 

is through application of the concept of the common law trust (which this ministry also calls the "Bible" trust). Fro 

explanation, Click here to go to lessons on the Bible (common law) trust. Should the church choose to establish 

the common law trust, this ministry will continue to work with you on all related matters. Should you establish the 

common law trust, various matters may or may not call for proactivity. Some such matters include: 

1. opening a trust bank account; 

2. using the trustee’s social security number or getting an EIN "for banking purposes only" for that 

account; 

3. transferring property into the name of the trust; 

4. or purchasing property for a church meetinghouse in the name of the trust; 

5. property tax exemption; 

6. etc. 

As for now:  

1. Please read it and discuss the attached “Statement of Policies, Procedures, Guidelines, and Educational 

Materials.”  It is important that you understand the basics of the church common law (Bible) trust. The 

information will help you to complete Questionnaire 2, which comes later. 

2. Then, please answer the questions on Questionnaire 1. List any and all of your concerns at the bottom 

of Questionnaire 1. After you complete Questionnaire 1 and return it to me via email, I will review it 

and give you a call. 

The next step will be Questionnaire 2, which I will e-mail to you after you have completed and we have discussed 

Questionnaire 1. I suggest that you give a copy to each mature male member for them to answer, and then have a 

meeting to discuss and answer the questions. Or, have a meeting and jointly answer the questions. Or, do a 

conference call with me and we will go over each question. Or, a combination thereof. After you have filled in the 

answers, e-mail Questionnaire 2 to me. I will make sure you have answered the questions correctly and get back 

with you. 

Next comes drafting and executing the trust documents. It is very important that we remain in contact before and 

after the documents are executed. Please do nothing without consulting with this ministry. Do not, for example: 

1. execute the documents 

2. open a bank account, 

3. apply for an EIN – you  must fill out the application form, the form SS-4, correctly “for banking purposes 

only”- 

4. purchase property for a meetinghouse, 

5. apply for property tax exemption, 

6. obtaining insurance on trust real estate (it is very important that the policy does not implicate the church or 

the trust as a legal entity), 

7. etc. 
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The ministry is your servant in these matters. Should you act without consulting this ministry, you may make a 

mistake or mistakes which could have adverse effect(s) and, perhaps, take a lot of time and work to correct; or 

which may make it impossible for this ministry to continue to be of service. 

Should you execute the trust documents, the church will not be a part of the legal system as long as she, or a church 

ministry, does not misstep in some other way. The church will be legal, but she will not be a legal entity. She will be 

a First Amendment Church under Christ alone, a church which is not under any man-made law of the state or federal 

government such as: 

1. state non-profit corporation law, 

2. state charitable trust law, 

3. state business trust law, 

4. state unincorporated association law, 

5. federal Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3) or 508(c)(1)(a) law (a First Amendment church is non-taxable 

whereas a 501(c)(3) or 508(c)(1)(a) church is tax exempt), 

6. etc. 

A church who organizes under man’s law, or which in effect establishes an alter ego (collateral or associated 

ministry or work) under man’s law, is a hybrid, partially under the First Amendment and partially under the 

Fourteenth Amendment and the rules, procedures, and regulations that come with man’s law. A church which is a 

legal entity (such as an incorporated (aggregate or sole) and/or 501(c)(3) church) is either partially or totally under 

the Fourteenth Amendment, whereas a church which is not a legal entity is totally protected by the First 

Amendment. As well, ministries of a church should be under the authority of the church, not under the authority of 

man’s law. 

Should the church or any collateral or associated ministry or work act legally before or after establishing the 

common law (Bible) trust, she will have nullified her status as a First Amendment Church under the Lord Jesus 

Christ only. A church, or a collateral or associated ministry or work of the church, can act legally, for example, by: 

1. purchasing or leasing property in the name of the church or ministry; 

2. entering into a contract; 

3. giving IRS acknowledgements for contributions; 

4. holding property liability insurance; 

5. opening a bank account; 

6. organizing under a law of man, examples of which are given above; 

7. obtaining insurance on trust real estate (it is very important that the policy does not implicate the church 

or the trust as a legal entity), 

8. etc. 

To preserve the non-legal status of the church, all matters must be in the name of the trust, not in the name of the 

church. 

For emphasis, I repeat: 

“Should you decide to establish a common law trust so as to the church under the authority of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and Him alone, please do nothing without consulting with this ministry first. For 

example, do not go to the bank regarding setting up a bank account, provide an identifying number 

for that account, lease property for a meeting house, buy property for a meeting house, or any other 

matter without consulting with this ministry first. Acting alone, you can misstep and undo much of 

what you have done by organizing according to New Testament principles. Remember, this ministry 

does not charge for services. The motivation is love for God and the goal is the Glory if God, not 

financial reward.” 

ONCE THE DOCUMENTS ARE EXECUTED, DO NOT FORGET TO IMMEDIATELY E-MAIL, TO 

THIS MINISTRY, A COPY OF, IN ONE SCANNED DOCUMENT AND IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER: 
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1. THE COVER SHEET TO THE DOCUMENTS 

2. THE RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE DECLARATION OF TRUST 

3. THE DECLARATION OF TRUST 

4. THE APPENDIX. 

Please do not hesitate to call me for any reason. I would be glad to discuss all your comments, questions, and 

concerns. I am available for telephone conferences with individuals and groups. 

Should anyone—any lawyer, pastor, or anyone else—disparage any of the principles relied upon by this ministry to 

help churches do things God's way, I would appreciate an opportunity to discuss and debate our differences directly 

with them and you, perhaps on conference call. As believers working together in this endeavor, our goal is to glorify 

God, and I will not knowingly do anything to dishonor that goal. 

Churches all over America, though only a small remnant, are openly applying the methods recommended by this 

ministry. Lawyers, bankers, etc. have examined the documents as trustees have opened trust bank accounts, bought 

meetinghouses in the name of the trusts (said meetinghouses, by definition in the trust documents, belong to the 

Lord Jesus Christ), secured property tax exemptions, etc. By the way, property tax exemption, unlike Internal 

Revenue Code tax exemption, is a courtesy which comes with no strings attached. 

God bless you as you move forward for the glory of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit! 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Jerald Finney 


