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JERALD C. FINNEY 
BAB, HB, BBA, JD 

801 Elgin St. 

Amarillo, TX 79118 

Phone: (512) 785-8445  

E-MAIL: jerald.finney@sbcglobal.net 

September 28, 2020 

Pastor ______ 

_____, Idaho 

____@sbc.org 

Dear Brother ____ and fellow members of ____ Baptist Church: 

We thank the Lord that you wish to organize the Lord’s church under Christ and Christ alone according to New 

Testament Church Doctrine, and with the protections of First Amendment to the United States Constitution and 

corresponding Pennsylvania constitutional provisions. 

Before I forget it, I advise that each church who establishes a common law trust not use the same name as a prior 

incorporated, 501(c)(3) church or church organized as some other type of legal entity. There are good reasons for 

this. I would be glad to discuss this with you. Since you have not been an established church, disregard this 

paragraph. 

As you know, the First Amendment protects churches who do things God’s way by remaining totally separate from 

man’s law: Because of the First Amendment, the highest law of the land regarding the matters protected by the 

Amendment, civil government cannot force any church to submit to man's law through incorporation, federal tax 

exempt status (Internal Revenue Code § 501(c)(3) or 508(c)(1)(A) status or any other law. Thus, churches in 

America can choose, without persecution, to be under Christ and Christ alone, or they can choose to become subject 

to civil government laws which are lower than and subservient to the First Amendment. The First Amendment 

honors the Bible principle of separation of church and state. The First Amendment states: 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 

or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 

petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

The Preamble to the Idaho Constitution states: 

"We, the people of the state of Idaho, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, to secure its blessings and 

promote our common welfare do establish this Constitution." 

Likewise, Article I of the Idaho Declaration of Rights states: 

“Section 4. GUARANTY OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. The exercise and enjoyment of religious faith 

and worship shall forever be guaranteed; and no person shall be denied any civil or political right, 

privilege, or capacity on account of his religious opinions; but the liberty of conscience hereby 

secured shall not be construed to dispense with oaths or affirmations, or excuse acts of licentiousness 

or justify polygamous or other pernicious practices, inconsistent with morality or the peace or safety 

of the state; nor to permit any person, organization, or association to directly or indirectly aid or abet, 

counsel or advise any person to commit the crime of bigamy or polygamy, or any other crime. No 

person shall be required to attend or support any ministry or place of worship, religious sect or 

denomination, or pay tithes against his consent; nor shall any preference be given by law to any 
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religious denomination or mode of worship. Bigamy and polygamy are forever prohibited in the state, 

and the legislature shall provide by law for the punishment of such crimes.” 

“Section 9.  FREEDOM OF SPEECH. Every person may freely speak, write and publish on all 

subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty.” 

“Section 10.  RIGHT OF ASSEMBLY. The people shall have the right to assemble in a peaceable 

manner, to consult for their common good; to instruct their representatives, and to petition the 

legislature for the redress of grievances.” 

We have discussed the basics of the common law trust and the procedures of this ministry, and how to go about 

getting a trust bank or credit union account. This ministry will continue to work with you on that matter should the 

church establish a common law trust. In the future, other matters may or may not come up and must be proactively 

anticipated and planned for. For example, transferring property for a church meetinghouse into the name of the trust 

and property tax exemption on that property. This ministry will be here for you at all times, at least until the Lord 

takes me home. 

Attached is a “Statement of Policies, Procedures, and Guidelines.” Please read it and discuss it among yourselves. It 

is important that you understand the basics of the church common law (Bible) trust. The information will help you to 

complete Questionnaire 2, which comes later. 

Please answer the questions on Questionnaire 1. List any and all of your concerns at the bottom of Questionnaire 1. 

After you complete Questionnaire 1 and return it to me via email, I will review it and give you a call. 

The next step will be Questionnaire 2, which I will e-mail to you after you have completed and we have discussed 

Questionnaire 1. I suggest that you give a copy to each mature male member for them to answer, and then have a 

meeting to discuss and answer the questions. Or, have a meeting and jointly answer the questions. Or, do a 

conference call with me and we will go over each question. Or, a combination thereof. After you have filled in the 

answers, e-mail Questionnaire 2 to me. I will make sure you have answered the questions correctly and get back 

with you. 

Next comes drafting and executing the trust documents. 

It is very important that we remain in contact before and after the documents are executed. Please do nothing 

without consulting with this ministry. Do not, for example: 

• execute the documents 

• open a bank account, 

• apply for an EIN – you  must fill out the application form, the form SS-4 correctly “for banking purposes 

only”- 

• purchase property for a meetinghouse, 

• apply for property tax exemption, 

• etc. 

The ministry is your servant in these matters. Should you act without consulting this ministry, you may make a 

mistake or mistakes which could have adverse effect(s) and, perhaps, take a lot of time and work to correct. 

Should you execute the trust documents, the church will not be a part of the legal system as long as she, or a church 

ministry, does not misstep in some other way. The church will be legal, but she will not be a legal entity. She will be 

a First Amendment Church under Christ alone, a church which is not under any man-made law of the state or federal 

government such as: 

• state non-profit corporation law, 

• state charitable trust law, 

• state business trust law, 
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• state unincorporated association law, 

• federal Internal Revenue Code  501(c)(3) or 508(c)(1)(a) law, 

• etc. 

A church who organizes under man’s law, or which in effect establishes an alter ego (collateral or associated 

ministry or work) under man’s law, is a hybrid, partially under the First Amendment and partially under the rules 

and regulations that come with man’s law. All ministries should be under the authority of the church, not under the 

authority of man’s law. 

Should the church or any collateral or associated ministry or work act legally before or after establishing the 

common law (Bible) trust, she will have nullified her status as a First Amendment Church under the Lord Jesus 

Christ only. A church, or a collateral or associated ministry or work of the church can act legally, for example, by: 

• purchasing or leasing property, 

• entering into a contract, 

• giving IRS acknowledgements for contributions, 

• holding property liability insurance, 

• opening a bank account 

• organizing under a law of  man, examples of which are given above. 

• etc. 

To preserve the non-legal status of the church, all matters must be in the name of the trust, not the church. 

For emphasis, I repeat: 

“Should you decide to establish a common law trust so as to the church under the authority of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and Him alone, please do nothing without consulting with this ministry first. For 

example, do not go to the bank regarding setting up a bank account, provide an identifying number 

for that account, lease property for a meeting house, buy property for a meeting house, or any other 

matter without consulting with this ministry first. Acting alone, you can misstep and undo much of 

what you have done by organizing according to New Testament principles. Remember, this ministry 

does not charge for services. The motivation is love for God and the goal is the Glory if God, not 

financial reward.” 

ONCE THE DOCUMENTS ARE EXECUTED, DO NOT FORGET TO IMMEDIATELY E-MAIL, TO 

THIS MINISTRY, A COPY OF, IN ONE SCANNED DOCUMENT AND IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER: 

1. THE COVER SHEET TO THE DOCUMENTS 

2. THE RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE DECLARATION OF TRUST 

3. THE DECLARATION OF TRUST 

4. THE APPENDIX. 

Please do not hesitate to call me for any reason. I would be glad to discuss all your comments, questions, and 

concerns. As you know, I am available for telephone conferences with individuals and groups. 

Should anyone—any lawyer, pastor, or anyone else—disparage any of the principles relied upon by this ministry to 

help churches do things God's way, I would appreciate an opportunity to discuss and debate our differences. As 

believers working together in this endeavor, our goal is to glorify God, and I will not knowingly do anything to 

dishonor that goal. Churches all over America, though only a remnant, are openly applying the methods used by this 

ministry. Lawyers, bankers, etc. have examined the documents as trustees have opened trust bank accounts, bought 

meetinghouses in the name of the trusts (said meetinghouses, by definition in the trust documents belonging to the 

Lord Jesus Chist), secured property tax exemptions, etc. By the way, property tax exemption, unlike Internal 

Revenue Code tax exemption, is a courtesy which comes with no strings attached. 

God bless you as you move forward for the glory of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit! 
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Your brother in Christ, 

Jerald Finney 


