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JERALD C. FINNEY 
BAB, HB, BBA, JD 

801 Elgin St. 

Amarillo, TX 79118 

Phone: (512) 785-8445  

E-MAIL: jerald.finney@sbcglobal.net 

April 16, 2020 

Pastor _______________ 

_____________________ 

_____________ Nebraska 

Dear Brother _______________: 

It is an honor and privilege to help you in this most important matter of keeping the Lord’s church outside the 

jurisdiction of man’s laws and governance. As you know, American churches can do this without persecution. 

American churches can choose to honor both God and man because of the First Amendment to the United States 

Constitution and corresponding state constitutional provisions. The Nebraska Constitution provides the same or 

more protections as the First Amendment to the United States Constitution with a caveat: churches can incorporate 

and dishonor God if they choose to do so. 

We thank the Lord that churches in America can, according to American law, organize under Christ and Christ 

alone. The highest law of the land, the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, and corresponding state 

constitutional provisions, mandate religious freedom. 

The First Amendment to the United States Constitution, consistent with New Testament principles of separation of 

church and state, freedom of religion, conscience, speech, press, and assembly, states: 

 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 

thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 

assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances”; 

The PREAMBLE to the Nebraska Constitution states: 

 

“We, the people, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, do ordain and establish the following 

declaration of rights and frame of government, as the Constitution of the State of Nebraska.” 

 

The Nebraska Constitution in Article I, Bill of Rights, Sections 4, 5, and 19 states: 

 

Section 4. Religious freedom. All persons have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God 

according to the dictates of their own consciences. No person shall be compelled to attend, erect or support 

any place of worship against his consent, and no preference shall be given by law to any religious society, 

nor shall any interference with the rights of conscience be permitted. No religious test shall be required as a 

qualification for office, nor shall any person be incompetent to be a witness on account of his religious 

beliefs; but nothing herein shall be construed to dispense with oaths and affirmations. Religion, morality, 

and knowledge, however, being essential to good government, it shall be the duty of the Legislature to pass 

suitable laws to protect every religious denomination in the peaceable enjoyment of its own mode of public 

worship, and to encourage schools and the means of instruction. 

Section 5. Freedom of speech and press. Every person may freely speak, write and publish on all 

subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty; and in all trials for libel, both civil and criminal, the 

truth when published with good motives, and for justifiable ends, shall be a sufficient defense. 
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Section 19. Right of peaceable assembly and to petition government. The right of the people peaceably 

to assemble to consult for the common good, and to petition the government, or any department thereof, 

shall never be abridged. 

Attached is a “Statement of Policies, Procedures, and Guidelines.” Please read it and discuss it among yourselves. It 

is important that you understand the basics of the church common law (Bible) trust. The information will help you to 

complete Questionnaire 2. 

Also, please answer the questions on Questionnaire 1. After you have filled in the answers, please e-mail it to me. I 

will review it and give you a call to discuss it with you. 

The next step will be Questionnaire 2, which I will e-mail to you. I suggest that you give it to your mature members 

for each to answer the questions. Then have a meeting to fill out a completed Questionnaire to be e-mailed to me. 

Or, have a meeting and jointly answer the questions. Or, do a conference call with me and we will go over each 

question. Or, a combination thereof. After you have filled in the answers, e-mail Questionnaire 2 to me. I will make 

sure you have answered the questions correctly and get back with you. 

Next comes drafting and executing the trust documents. 

It is very important that we remain in contact before and after the documents are executed. Please do nothing 

without consulting with this ministry. Do not, for example: 

 execute the documents 

 open a bank account, 

 apply for an EIN – you  must fill out the application form, the form SS-4 correctly “for banking purposes 

only”- 

 purchase property for a meetinghouse, 

 apply for property tax exemption, 

 etc. 

The ministry is your servant in these matters. Should you act without consulting this ministry, you may make a 

mistake or mistakes which could have adverse effect(s) and, perhaps, take a lot of time and work to correct. 

Should you execute the trust documents, the church will not be a part of the legal system as long as she does not 

misstep and act legally after executing the documents. The church will be legal, but she will not be a legal entity. 

She will be a First Amendment Church under Christ alone, a church which is not under any man-made law of the 

state or federal government such as: 

 state non-profit corporation law, 

 state charitable trust law, 

 state business trust law, 

 state unincorporated association law, 

 federal Internal Revenue Code  501(c)(3) or 508(c)(1)(a) law, 

 etc. 

A church who organizes under man’s law is a hybrid, partially under the First Amendment and partially under the 

rules and regulations that come with man’s law. 

Should the church act legally after establishing the common law (Bible) trust, she will have nullified her status as a 

First Amendment Church under the Lord Jesus Christ only. A church can act legally, for example, by: 

 purchasing or leasing property, 
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 entering into a contract, 

 giving IRS acknowledgements for contributions, 

 holding property liability insurance, 

 opening a bank account 

 etc. 

For emphasis, I repeat: 

“Should you decide to establish a common law trust so as to the church under the authority of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and Him alone, please do nothing without consulting with this ministry first. For 

example, do not go to the bank regarding setting up a bank account, provide an identifying number 

for that account, lease property for a meeting house, buy property for a meeting house, or any other 

matter without consulting with this ministry first. Acting alone, you can misstep and undo much of 

what you have done by organizing according to New Testament principles. Remember, this ministry 

does not charge for services. The motivation is love for God and the goal is the Glory if God, not 

financial reward.” 

ONCE THE DOCUMENTS ARE EXECUTED, DO NOT FORGET TO IMMEDIATELY E-MAIL, TO 

THIS MINISTRY, A COPY OF, IN ONE SCANNED DOCUMENT AND IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER, 

THE COVER SHEET TO THE DOCUMENTS, THE RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE DECLARATION 

OF TRUST, THE DECLARATION OF TRUST, AND THE APPENDIX. 

Please do not hesitate to call me for any reason. I would be glad to discuss all your comments, questions, and 

concerns. As you know, I am available for telephone conferences with individuals and groups. 

God bless you as you move forward for the glory of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit! 

Your brother in Christ, 

Jerald Finney 


