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801 Elgin St. 

Amarillo, TX 79118 

Phone: (512) 785-8445  

E-MAIL: jerald.finney@sbcglobal.net 

February 13, 2020 

Pastor ____________________ 

__________________ Church 

Wichita, Kansas 

Dear Brother _____________ and fellow members of ____________________ Church: 

It is an honor and privilege to help you in this most important matter of keeping the Lord’s church, _____________, 

outside the jurisdiction of man’s laws and governance. As we have discussed, American churches can do this 

without persecution. American churches can choose to honor both God and man because of the First Amendment to 

the United States Constitution and corresponding state constitutional provisions. The Kansas Constitution provides 

the same or more protections as the First Amendment to the United States Constitution with a caveat: churches can 

incorporate and dishonor God if they choose to do so. 

Attached is a “Statement of Policies, Procedures, and Guidelines.” Please read it and discuss it among yourselves. It 

is important that you understand the basics of the church common law (Bible) trust. 

Also, please answer the questions on Questionnaire 1. After you have filled in the answers, please e-mail it to me. I 

will review it and give you a call to discuss it with you. 

The next step will be Questionnaire 2, which I will e-mail to you. I suggest that you give it to your mature members 

for each to answer the questions. Then have a meeting to fill out a completed Questionnaire to be e-mailed to me. 

Or, have a meeting and jointly answer the questions. Or, do a conference call with me and we will go over each 

question. Or, a combination thereof. After you have filled in the answers, e-mail Questionnaire 2 to me. I will make 

sure you have answered the questions correctly and get back with you. 

Next comes drafting and executing the trust documents. 

It is very important that we remain in contact before and after the documents are executed. Please do nothing 

without consulting with this ministry. Do not, for example: 

 execute the documents 

 open a bank account, 

 apply for an EIN – you  must fill out the application form, the form SS-4 correctly “for banking purposes 

only”- 

 purchase property for a meetinghouse, 

 apply for property tax exemption, 

 etc. 

without consulting with this ministry. The ministry is your servant in these matters. 

Should you execute the trust documents, _______________ Church will no longer be a part of the legal system as 

long as she does not misstep and act legally after executing the docunnents. _______________ Church will be legal, 
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in one sense, but she will not be a legal entity. She will be a First Amendment Church, a church which is not under 

any man-made law of the state or federal government such as: 

 state non-profit corporation law, 

 state charitable trust law, 

 state business trust law, 

 state unincorporated association law, 

 federal Internal Revenue Code  501(c)(3) or 508(c)(1)(a) law, 

 etc. 

A church who organizes under man’s law is a hybrid, partially under the First Amendment and partially under the 

rules and regulations that come with man’s law. 

Should the church act legally after establishing the common law (Bible) trust, she will have nullified her status as a 

First Amendment Church under the Lord Jesus Christ only. A church can act legally, for example, by: 

 purchasing or leasing property, 

 entering into a contract, 

 giving IRS acknowledgements for contributions, 

 holding property liability insurance, 

 opening a bank account 

 etc. 

Should you decide to establish a common law trust so as to keep L’Chaim B’Yeshua under the authority of 

the Lord Jesus Christ and Him alone, please do nothing without consulting with this ministry first. For 

example, do not go to the bank regarding setting up a bank account, provide an identifying number for that 

account, lease property for a meeting house, buy property for a meeting house, or any other matter without 

consulting with this ministry first. Acting alone, you can misstep and undo much of what you have done by 

organizing according to New Testament principles. Remember, this ministry does not charge for services. The 

motivation is love for God and the goal is the Glory if God, not financial reward. 

ONCE THE DOCUMENTS ARE EXECUTED, DO NOT FORGET TO IMMEDIATELY E-MAIL ME A 

COPY OF, IN ONE SCANNED DOCUMENT, THE COVER SHEET TO THE DOCUMENTS, THE 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE DECLARATION OF TRUST, THE DECLARATION OF TRUST, AND 

THE APPENDIX. 

We thank the Lord that churches in America can organize under Christ and Christ alone without persecution. The 

highest law of the land, the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, and corresponding state 

constitutional provisions, mandate religious freedom. The First Amendment states: 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 

thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 

assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 

You may find the online essays, What Is an Established Church? and Is Separation of Church and State Found 

in the Constitution?, helpful in understanding church state establishment and the meaning of “establishment of 

religion.” 

The Preamble to the Kansas Constitution states:  

“We, the people of Kansas, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and religious privileges, in order to 

insure the full enjoyment of our rights as American citizens, do ordain and establish this constitution of the 

state of Kansas, with the following boundaries….” 
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Sections 3, 7, and 11 of the Kansas Bill of Rights state: 

§ 3. Right of peaceable assembly; petition. The people have the right to assemble, in a peaceable manner, to 

consult for their common good, to instruct their representatives, and to petition the government, or any 

department thereof, for the redress of grievances. 

§ 7. Religious liberty property qualification for public office. The right to worship God according to the 

dictates of conscience shall never be infringed; nor shall any person be compelled to attend or support any 

form of worship; nor shall any control of or interference with the rights of conscience be permitted, nor any 

preference be given by law to any religious establishment or mode of worship. No religious test or property 

qualification shall be required for any office of public trust, nor for any vote at any elections, nor shall any 

person be incompetent to testify on account of religious belief. 

§ 11. Liberty of press and speech; libel. The liberty of the press shall be inviolate; and all persons may 

freely speak, write or publish their sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of such rights; 

and in all civil or criminal actions for libel, the truth may be given in evidence to the jury, and if it shall 

appear that the alleged libelous matter was published for justifiable ends, the accused party shall be 

acquitted 

Kansas Statutes Annotated79-201 provides: 

79-201. Property exempt from taxation; religious, educational, literary, scientific, benevolent, 

alumni association, veterans' organization or charitable purposes; parsonages; community service 

organizations providing humanitarian services; electric generating property using renewable 

technology; landfill gas and production property. The following described property, to the extent herein 

specified, shall be and is hereby exempt from all property or ad valorem taxes levied under the laws of the 

state of Kansas: 

 

First. All buildings used exclusively as places of public worship and all buildings used exclusively by 

school districts and school district interlocal cooperatives organized under the laws of this state, with the 

furniture and books therein contained and used exclusively for the accommodation of religious meetings or 

for school district or school district interlocal cooperative purposes, whichever is applicable, together with 

the grounds owned thereby if not leased or otherwise used for the realization of profit, except that: …  

Second. All real property, and all tangible personal property, actually and regularly used exclusively for 

literary, educational, scientific, religious, benevolent or charitable purposes, including property used 

exclusively for such purposes by more than one agency or organization for one or more of such exempt 

purposes. Except with regard to real property which is owned by a religious organization, is to be used 

exclusively for religious purposes and is not used for a nonexempt purpose prior to its exclusive use for 

religious purposes which property shall be deemed to be actually and regularly used exclusively for 

religious purposes for the purposes of this paragraph, this exemption shall not apply to such property, not 

actually used or occupied for the purposes set forth herein, nor to such property held or used as an 

investment even though the income or rentals received therefrom is used wholly for such literary, 

educational, scientific, religious, benevolent or charitable purposes. In the event any such property which 

has been exempted pursuant to the preceding sentence is not used for religious purposes prior to its 

conveyance which results in its use for nonreligious purposes, there shall be a recoupment of property taxes 

in an amount equal to the tax which would have been levied upon such property except for such exemption 

for all taxable years for which such exemption was in effect. Such recoupment tax shall become due and 

payable in such year as provided by K.S.A. 79-2004, and amendments thereto. A lien for such taxes shall 

attach to the real property subject to the same on November 1 in the year such taxes become due and all 

such taxes remaining due and unpaid after the date prescribed for the payment thereof shall be collected in 

the manner provided by law for the collection of delinquent taxes. Moneys collected from the recoupment 

tax hereunder shall be credited by the county treasurer to the several taxing subdivisions within which such 

real property is located in the proportion that the total tangible property tax levies made in the preceding 

year for each such taxing subdivision bear to the total of all such levies made in that year by all such taxing 

subdivisions. Such moneys shall be credited to the general fund of the taxing subdivision or if such taxing 

subdivision is making no property tax levy for the support of a general fund such moneys may be credited 

to any other tangible property tax fund of general application of such subdivision. This exemption shall not 
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be deemed inapplicable to property which would otherwise be exempt pursuant to this paragraph because 

an agency or organization: (a) Is reimbursed for the provision of services accomplishing the purposes 

enumerated in this paragraph based upon the ability to pay by the recipient of such services; or (b) is 

reimbursed for the actual expense of using such property for purposes enumerated in this paragraph; or (c) 

uses such property for a nonexempt purpose which is minimal in scope and insubstantial in nature if such 

use is incidental to the exempt purposes of this paragraph; or (d) charges a reasonable fee for admission to 

cultural or educational activities or permits the use of its property for such activities by a related agency or 

organization, if any such activity is in furtherance of the purposes of this paragraph; or (e) is applying for 

an exemption pursuant to this paragraph for a motor vehicle that is being leased for a period of at least one 

year. 

Third. All moneys and credits belonging exclusively to …, or to religious, … institutions or associations, 

appropriated solely to sustain such institutions or associations, not exceeding in amount or in income 

arising therefrom the limit prescribed by the charter of such institution or association. 

… 

Seventh. All parsonages owned by a church society and actually and regularly occupied and used 

predominantly as a residence by a minister or other clergyman of such church society who is actually and 

regularly engaged in conducting the services and religious ministrations of such society, and the land upon 

which such parsonage is located to the extent necessary for the accommodation of such parsonage. 

Property Tax Exemption Application Applicant Requirements. In the event the trust decides to go forward with 

the purchase of real estate for religious use only, the ministry will discuss the purchase and related property tax 

exemption matters with you. 

Please do not hesitate to call me for any reason. I would be glad to discuss all your comments, questions, and 

concerns. As you know, I am available for telephone conferences with individuals and groups. 

God bless you as you move forward for the glory of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit! 

Your brother in Christ, 

Jerald Finney 

http://www.kansas.gov/cota/Forms/Property_Tax_Exemption_Application.html

