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December 11, 2019 

Brother ___________________ 

_____________, Minnesota 

Dear Brother __________________: 

It is an honor and privilege to help you in this most important matter of keeping the Lord’s church outside the 

jurisdiction of man’s laws and governance. As we have discussed, American churches can do this without 

persecution. American churches can choose to honor both God and man because of the First Amendment to the 

United States Constitution and corresponding state constitutional provisions. 

The Wisconsin Constitution provides more protections as the First Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

For example, Article I, Section 18 Declaration of Rights, of the Wisconsin Constitution states: 

“Freedom of worship; liberty of conscience; state religion; public funds. SECTION 18. [As amended Nov. 1982] 

The right of every person to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of conscience shall never be infringed; 

nor shall any person be compelled to attend, erect or support any place of worship, or to maintain any ministry, 

without consent; nor shall any control of, or interference with, the rights of conscience be permitted, or any 

preference be given by law to any religious establishments or modes of worship; nor shall any money be drawn from 

the treasury for the benefit of religious societies, or religious or theological seminaries. [1979 J.R. 36, 1981 J.R. 29, 

vote Nov. 1982]” 

Here are some cases which interpret Article I, Section 18: 

 While this article is more specific and terser than the clauses of the 1st amendment, it carries the same import. 

Both provisions are intended and operate to serve the purposes of prohibiting the establishment of religion and 

protecting the free exercise of religion. Jackson v. Benson, 218 Wis. 2d 835, 578 N.W.2d 602 (1998), 97-0270. 

 The Wisconsin constitution offers more expansive protections for freedom of conscience than those offered by 

the 1st amendment. When an individual makes a claim that state law violates his or her freedom of conscience, 

courts apply the compelling state interest/least restrictive alternative test, requiring the challenger to prove that 

he or she has a sincerely held religious belief that is burdened by application of the state law at issue. Upon such 

a showing, the burden shifts to the state to prove that the law is based in a compelling state interest that cannot 

be served by a less restrictive alternative. Noesen v. Department of Regulation and Licensing, 2008 WI App 

52, 311 Wis. 2d 237, 751 N.W.2d 385, 06-1110. 

 The free exercise clause of the 1st amendment protects not only the right to freedom in what one believes, but 

extends (with limitations) to acting on those beliefs. Both individuals and communities of individuals have a 

right to the freedom of religion. Courts have adopted a “ministerial exception" that protects houses of worship 

from state interference with the decision of who will teach and lead a congregation. Ordination is not required 

to be considered “ministerial." The function of the position, as determined by whether the position is important 

to the spiritual and pastoral mission of the church and not whether religious tasks encompass the largest share of 

the position, is the primary consideration. Coulee Catholic Schools v. LIRC, 2009 WI 88, 320 Wis. 2d 275, 768 

N.W.2d 868, 07-0496. 

Attached is a “Statement of Policies, Procedures, and Guidelines.” Please read it and discuss it among yourselves. 

mailto:jerald.finney@sbcglobal.net
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/constitution/wi
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/218%20Wis.%202d%20835
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/wisupremecourt/97-0270


Also attached is a Questionnaire. Please answer the questions and return the completed Questionnaire to me via e-

mail attachment. After I receive and review it, I will give you a call. 

Should you decide to organize a common law trust so as to keep _________________ Church under the 

authority of the Lord Jesus Christ and Him alone, please do nothing without consulting with this ministry 

first. For example, do not go to the bank regarding setting up a bank account and getting an identifying 

number for that account, lease property for a meeting house, buy property for a meeting house, or any other 

matter without consulting with this ministry first. Acting alone, you, like other churches whom this ministry 

can help can misstep and undo much of what you have done by organizing according to New Testament 

principles. Remember, this ministry does not charge for services. The motivation is love for God and the goal 

is the Glory if God, not financial reward. 

Please do not hesitate to call me for any reason. I would be glad to discuss all your comments, questions, and 

concerns. As you know, I am available for telephone conferences with individuals and groups. 

God bless you as you move forward for the glory of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit! 

Your brother in Christ, 

Jerald Finney 

JERALD C. FINNEY 

BAB, HB, BBA, JD 
801 Elgin St. 

Amarillo, TX 79118 

Phone : (512) 785-8445  

E-MAIL: jerald.finney@sbcglobal.net 

This e-mail and any attachments may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended 

recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any 

dissemination or use of this information by a person other than the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be 

illegal. 


