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January 20, 2020 

Pastor ______________________ 

___________________ Church 

_____________________, Massachusetts 

Dear Brother _________________ and fellow members of _________________ Church: 

It is an honor and privilege to be of help you as you proceed in this most important matter of keeping the Lord’s 

church, _________________ Church, under the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ only and outside the jurisdiction 

of man’s federal and state laws and governance. As we have discussed, American churches can, according to the 

First Amendment to the United States Constitution, do this without persecution. American churches can choose to 

honor both God and man because of the First Amendment and corresponding state constitutional provisions. The 

Massachusetts Constitution provides the same or more protections as the First Amendment to the United States 

Constitution with a caveat: state law allows churches to  incorporate and dishonor God if they choose to do so. 

Attached is a “Statement of Policies, Procedures, and Guidelines.” Please read it and discuss it among yourselves. 

After you have discussed the document, please e-mail me with the answers to the questions therein. You may copy 

and paste the questions onto a reply letter and then add your answers. 

Also attached is Questionnaire 1. Please answer all questions and return the Questionnaire. I will review your 

answers and give you a call to discuss any matters raised. Once all issues to that point are resolved, I will send 

Questionnaire 2. Please give Questionnaire 2 to each trusted mature member of ________________ Church. 

Perhaps, as we discussed, may want to have a church meeting to work on the answers together. Give me a call to set 

up a conference call with me and ________________ Church members so we can go over the Questionnaire 

together. I will discuss all questions with you, including those which you are unable to answer, if any. Finally, 

please fill in answers to all questions on one Questionnaire and send it to me. I believe that it would be good to give 

a copy of the finished Questionnaire to all your members and to new members in the future. 

At that point, _________________ Church will be ready to proceed with drafting and executing documents 

establishing a irrevocable common law (Bible) trust relationship with property whereby all property in the trust 

estate belong to the Lord Jesus Christ and are managed solely for His benefit by a trustee. 

Should you decide to organize a common law trust so as to keep _________________ Church under the 

authority of the Lord Jesus Christ and Him alone, please do nothing without consulting with this ministry 

first. For example, do not go to the bank regarding setting up a bank account and getting an identifying 

number for that account, lease property for a meeting house, buy property for a meeting house, or any other 

matter without consulting with this ministry first. Acting alone, you can misstep and undo much of what you 

have done by organizing according to New Testament principles. Remember, this ministry does not charge 

for services. The motivation is love for God and the goal is the Glory if God, not financial reward. 

Please do not hesitate to call me for any reason. I would be glad to discuss all your comments, questions, and 

concerns. As you know, I am available for telephone conferences with individuals and groups. 

God bless you as you move forward for the glory of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit! 

mailto:jerald.finney@sbcglobal.net


Your brother in Christ, 

Jerald Finney 

P.S. For your information: 

The Frist Amendment to the United States Constitution states: 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 

Government for a redress of grievances.” 

The Massachusetts Constitution states, in relevant part: 

PREAMBLE (third paragraph): We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts, acknowledging, with grateful hearts, 

the goodness of the great Legislator of the universe, in affording us, in the course of His providence, an opportunity, 

deliberately and peaceably, without fraud, violence or surprise, of entering into an original, explicit, and solemn 

compact with each other; and of forming a new constitution of civil government, for ourselves and posterity; and 

devoutly imploring His direction in so interesting a design, do agree upon, ordain and establish the 

following Declaration of Rights, and Frame of Government, as the CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

PART THE FIRST 
A Declaration of the Rights of the Inhabitants of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts: 

Article II. It is the right as well as the duty of all men in society, publicly, and at stated seasons to worship the 

Supreme Being, the great Creator and Preserver of the universe. And no subject shall be hurt, molested, or 

restrained, in his person, liberty, or estate, for worshipping God in the manner and season most agreeable to the 

dictates of his own conscience; or for his religious profession or sentiments; provided he doth not disturb the public 

peace, or obstruct others in their religious worship. [See Amendments, Arts. XLVI and XLVIII.] 

Article XLVI. (In place of article XVIII of the articles of amendment of the constitution ratified and adopted April 

9, 1821, the following article of amendment, submitted by the constitutional convention, was ratified and adopted 

November 6, 1917.) 

Article XVIII. 
Section 1. No law shall be passed prohibiting the free exercise of religion. 

… 

Article XI. Instead of the third article of the bill of rights, the following modification and amendment thereof is 

substituted. "As the public worship of God and instructions in piety, religion and morality, promote the happiness 

and prosperity of a people and the security of a republican government; -- therefore, the several religious societies of 

this commonwealth, whether corporate or unincorporate, at any meeting legally warned and holden for that purpose, 

shall ever have the right to elect their pastors or religious teachers, to contract with them for their support, to raise 

money for erecting and repairing houses for public worship, for the maintenance of religious instruction, and for the 

payment of necessary expenses: and all persons belonging to any religious society shall be taken and held to be 

members, until they shall file with the clerk of such society, a written notice, declaring the dissolution of their 

membership, and thenceforth shall not be liable for any grant or contract which may be thereafter made, or entered 

into by such society: -- and all religious sects and denominations, demeaning themselves peaceably, and as good 

citizens of the commonwealth, shall be equally under the protection of the law; and no subordination of any one sect 

or denomination to another shall ever be established by law." [See Amendments, Arts. XLVI and XLVIII, The 

Initiative, section 2, and The Referendum, section 2]. 

 

Massachusetts Property Tax Exemption Law 
 

I mentioned that Massachusetts Property Tax Law exempts  real estate held in trust (irrevocable) for church use 

exclusively from property tax. I understand that ____________ Church does not now own real estate for church use 

and leases, but the law recognizes the type of trust this ministry helps to establish. The following is a copy and paste 

of that law: 

https://malegislature.gov/laws/constitution#amendmentArticleXLVI
https://malegislature.gov/laws/constitution#amendmentArticleXLVIII
https://malegislature.gov/laws/constitution#amendmentArticleXVIII
https://malegislature.gov/laws/constitution#amendmentArticleXLVI
https://malegislature.gov/laws/constitution#amendmentArticleXLVIIIInitiative
https://malegislature.gov/laws/constitution#amendmentArticleXLVIIIInitiative


 

General Laws 

Part I, Title IX, Chapter 59, Section 5 

[ Introductory paragraph as amended by 2016, 218, Sec. 116 effective November 7, 2016. For text effective until 

November 7, 2016, see above.] 

The following property shall be exempt from taxation and the date of determination as to age, ownership or other 

qualifying factors required by any clause shall be July 1 of each year unless another meaning is clearly apparent 

from the context; provided, however, that any person who receives an exemption pursuant to clause Seventeenth, 

Seventeenth C, Seventeenth C 1/2, Seventeenth D, Twenty-second, Twenty-second A, Twenty-second B, Twenty-

second C, Twenty-second D, Twenty-second E, Twenty-second F, Twenty-second G, Thirty-seventh, Thirty-seventh 

A, Forty-first, Forty-first B, Forty-first C, Forty-first C 1/2, Forty-second, Forty-third, Fifty-sixth or Fifty-seventh 

shall not receive an exemption on the same property pursuant to any other provision of this section, except clause 

Eighteenth or Forty-fifth. 

… 

Tenth, Personal property owned by or held in trust within the commonwealth for religious organizations, whether or 

not incorporated, if the principal or income is used or appropriated for religious, benevolent or charitable purposes. 

Eleventh, Notwithstanding the provisions of any other general or special law to the contrary, houses of religious 

worship owned by, or held in trust for the use of, any religious organization, and the pews and furniture and each 

parsonage so owned, or held in irrevocable trust, for the exclusive benefit of the religious organizations, and 

including the official residences occupied by district superintendents of the United Methodist Church and the 

Christian and Missionary Alliance and of the Church of the Nazarene, and by district executives of the Southern 

New England District of the Assemblies of God, Inc., Unitarian-Universalist Churches and the Baptist General 

Conference of New England, and the official residence occupied by the president of the New England Synod of the 

Lutheran Church in America, Inc., and the official residence occupied by a person who has been designated by the 

congregation of a Hebrew Synagogue or Temple as the rabbi thereof, but such exemption shall not, except as herein 

provided, extend to any portion of any such house of religious worship appropriated for purposes other than 

religious worship or instruction. The occasional or incidental use of such property by an organization exempt from 

taxation under the provisions of 26 USC Sec. 501(c)(3) of the Federal Internal Revenue Code shall not be deemed to 

be an appropriation for purposes other than religious worship or instruction. 
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